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Mental Health Act, 2001 — Section 3

“Mental disorder”

3. — (1) In this Act “mental disorder” means mental illness, severe
dementia or significant intellectual disability where —

(a) because of the illness, disability or dementia, there is a serious
likelihood of the person concerned causing immediate and serious
harm to himself or herself or to other persons, or

(b) (i) because of the severity of the illness, disability or dementia, the
judgment of the person concerned is so impaired that failure to
admit the person to an approved centre would be likely to lead to a
serious deterioration in his or her condition or would prevent the
administration of appropriate treatment that could be given only by
such admission, and

(i) the reception, detention and treatment of the person concerned in an
approved centre would be likely to benefit or alleviate the condition
of that person to a material extent.

In subsection (1)—

“mental illness” means a state of mind of a person which affects the person's
thinking, perceiving, emotion or judgment and which seriously impairs the
mental function of the person to the extent that he or she requires care or
medical treatment in his or her own interest or in the interest of other persons;

“severe dementia” means a deterioration of the brain of a person which
significantly impairs the intellectual function of the person thereby affecting
thought, comprehension and memory and which includes severe psychiatric or
behavioural symptoms such as physical aggression;

“significant intellectual disability” means a state of arrested or incomplete
development of mind of a person which includes significant impairment of
intelligence and social functioning and abnormally aggressive or seriously
irresponsible conduct on the part of the person.
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